Today’s Green Tip is actually a question from Anne-Marie McCartan, Executive Director of the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences.

“Greetings. Your e-newsletter said to write you about anything, so I am! Taking an idea from an article that I saw in a recent events magazine (don’t recall which), I’m wondering as to how many hotels provide recycling cans during event breaks. I hate to see all those aluminum cans and plastic bottles tossed in the trash. And all the paper that is left after the conference is over – does that usually just get tossed? 

 

I could work with my events manager to ask these questions of the specific hotels where we are meeting, but what is Experient doing to promote this green practice industry-wide?”

The response is from Mike Smith, CMP, Strategic Account Manager and Green Subject Matter Specialist for Experient:

Great questions, Anne-Marie, and thanks for asking!

The number of hotels that provide recycling bins (for aluminum, plastic, paper, cardboard) as a standard is unknown, ever changing and unfortunately, to date, not enough.  But the pressure of social responsibility and client demand is driving facilities to respond.

Many facilities have environmental policies in place including recycling.  But for those who don’t, this is a great opportunity for your organization to make a difference (and hopefully leave a legacy) by working with the facilities to establish such programs - not just for your event but permanently.  

A solid approach is to let properties and supplier partners know your organization’s environmental objectives and commitments as far in advance as possible.  Ideally this would come during the site selection or RFP process – but this is not always possible.  Hopefully, if you chosen the right partners, they can support your initiatives and make this process more manageable.

If you run into resistance (such as costs), solicit a sponsor to provide temporary event specific recycling.  If this can’t be set up (for a lack of time or service provider) look for ways to divert waste such as:

Eliminate bottled waters and/or sodas all together.  Rather, use water coolers and provide attendees with a reusable water bottle and/or offer lemonade, iced tea, punch in bulk via urns or service coolers with reusable cups or glass wear.  Never Styrofoam.

For reducing paper – Avoid mass distribution of printed conference materials and speaker handouts and instead offer them through your website, only upon request, or put them all on a USB drive or CD.

If all fails, communicate your disappointment to both the facility and perhaps city’s CVB and know that the more requests that are put forth – the more likely a change will take place in the future.  

Experient has been active in greening meetings for a number of years, and recently adopted an Environmental Commitment Statement, which is:

Experient is committed to environmental stewardship and implementing sustainable practices as an integral part of our operations.  We strive to minimize the environmental impact of our office workplaces and all the events we support, in coordination with our employees, clients and supplier partners.
We’ve also adopted company-wide Internal Green Facility Guidelines for our offices, and have applied our Environmental Event Solutions with minimum green meeting standards for all events (with client opt out). 

Your Experient Account Manager will be happy to assist with your green meeting needs. Thanks again for your questions!
